
February 17, 2016

Most Rev. John O. Barres, D.D.
Bishop of Allentown
4029 West Tilghman Street
Allentown, PA 18104

Your Excellency,

While I and others await reply to our repeated requests in letters since the summer, permit me to 
bring to light a few matters in retrospect which practically all the parishioners hope you will consider
as you evaluate the “viability and sustainability” of  St. Stephen’s Parish as the continued home for 
the traditional Roman community.

We have not said some things before in order to avoid giving the appearance of ingratitude or 
another offense.  But, given now what is at stake for us – no less than the loss of parish life – I feel 
it right, even a duty after conferring with fellow-parishioners, to take the liberty to open our minds 
to Your Excellency, here in five points.

1.   With all due respect to Fr. Seifert – a stellar Christian and thoroughly competent pastor, 
it bears repeating that for the parish community to thrive – and not merely limp along after 
June – there is need of a pastor who has inherited and can pass on to our children and 
grandchildren the specific Roman spirituality that is nourished by the ritus extraordinarius.

2.   We have counted half a dozen large families, and more from all walks and ages, who have 
either left the parish altogether in search of another traditional parish or managed to make an
habit only of returning intermittently because none of us had been able to rely on holy Mass 
to begin consistently within 20 minutes after the scheduled start-time on Sundays and then to 
end at a predictable, reasonable time – because of sermons that meandered for sometimes 45
minutes.

The lengthy sermons and unpredictable start- and end-times were especially hard on the 
mothers & fathers of little children (or even older youngsters), not because there is no 
cry-room or memorable teaching to recapitulate, but because few of them live nearby the 
church and there was no alternative Mass for them to attend separately.

Many of them chose to drive farther distances where there was more stability.

Already in 2007, several families living in the Diocese never joined the parish having 
foreseen the advantages of joining parishes in nearby dioceses where the traditional parish
life was established – after comparing it to the prospects at St. Stephen’s.  Some of them 
still drive almost 100 miles one-way.

We believe some of them will likely attend St. Stephen’s were a priest of the Fraternity of 
St. Peter – or someone of a similar formation and also imbued with the Roman 
spirituality – to come to serve as pastor. 

3.   Except when offered by one of the visiting Priests, the daily Masses also could never be 



relied on to begin at the scheduled time, and rarely within 20 minutes after the published 
start-time – making it nearly impossible even for retirees to schedule attendance, let alone 
families or those with demands of employment.

We expect that when parishioners and workers downtown can again rely on holy Mass to
begin at the regularly scheduled time (12:10) that the significant numbers in attendance 
originally (and since-then sporadically) will resume and remain.

4.   For all of Fr. Seifert’s genius and heroic good-will, there was no concerted (or 
unconcerted) education at the parish.  Numerous times parishioners requested it.  Others – 
teachers, for example – offered to contribute something concretely.  Father promised.  But 
nothing materialized.

The youth were hardest hit, but the adults languished, too.  ‘Millennials’ by the scores 
came and left, searching for teaching.  They are congregating elsewhere, near and far.

5.   Poor Father Seifert, rich in talents and even richer in sheer-Christian generosity, was too 
over-worked and over-stretched to lead the parishioners who yearned to follow.

Already, parishioners have identified four areas of spiritual life that they have long wished
to develop to help make the parish thrive, and expect to communicate with visiting 
Clergy to conduct corresponding apostolates under their able, if temporary, guidance.

With the above, neither I nor the other parishioners are interested in chronicling mistakes, still less 
in casting aspersions, and we do not at all intend to assign blame of any sort.  (Father Seifert always 
was the soul of charity, and a pastor par excellence.)  Rather, we wish to allow you to see as clearly as 
possible what has happened to lead the parish to some of its current conditions, in order at least to 
avoid making similar mistakes and at best leaving room for improvement.

Indeed, as unfortunate as some of the outcomes appear, we are convinced nonetheless that there are
solutions, hopes, even promise for the parish: specifically the kind which Our Lord enjoins at Mt. 
6:33.

Please God all of us shall conform more perfectly to his holy Will from now on, and that for 
another 100 years all the parishioners of St. Stephen of Hungary may be the inheritors of the faith, 
hope and charity that is ever ancient and ever new.

Others will be writing you as well, with a view of contributing solutions and improvements.

Be assured of our humble prayers, and please bless us, parishioners-all.

Yours faithfully in Christ,

Mr. & Mrs. Reuben DeMaster
   and Family
Willow Haven Farm
7686 Herber Road
New Tripoli, PA  18066


