
December 30, 2015

3801 Lilac Road
Allentown, PA 18103

His Excellency, John O. Barres
Bishop of Allentown
P.O. Box F
Allentown, PA 18105

Most Reverend and dear Bishop Barres,

Merry Christmas!

Please forgive us if we seem insistent.  Only a deep love for the Diocese and our Parish 
allows us to risk irritating Your Excellency with our insistence.  Our love for the Church in 
general and St. Stephen’s Parish in particular is so great that we wish to do everything 
possible to help avert its demise and any undue injury to souls.

(At least it will spare you or your successor the need to make another provision for 
those whose spirituality is sustained by the older Roman forms of the sacred Liturgy.)

It is also why we continue to beg Your Excellency to tell us and the other signers of the 
petition sent in June whether or not your intentions for the Parish include doing what 
reasonably can be expected to allow the Parish to thrive, by making a stable provision of 
sacred Clergy for the people.

Specifically, to invite the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter to minister to us.  (There are of 
course alternatives available to us, but we are loathe to choose any that do not keep us close 
to your loving Paternal care.)

We have families, employments, apostolates and ordinary Christian duties that we 
must mete and maintain.  Especially now having to contend with the (partial) pastoral, 
sacramental, liturgical vaccum occasioned by Fr. Seifert’s much-needed sabbatical, you can, 
we think, easily understand our concerns, even misgivings.  Besides, the Roman spirituality, 
as you well know,  leaves us to “do nothing without the bishop”.  Expressing your intentions,
therefore, will be for us the surer guide to fulfill our solemn duties of state.

In renewed anticipation of your prompt reply to the question of our letter dated 
December 6, and to the petition of June, we ask the episcopal Blessing – also pledging our 
humble prayers during the Christmas season.

Christus natus est!  Venite, adoremus!

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas D. Hess


