
THE DAUPHIN

Giuseppe Cardinal-Priest of the Holy Roman Church

of the Title of Santa Maria della Vittoria Siri

sometime Archbishop of Genoa

Vice-Dean of the Sacred College of Cardinals

the first President of the Italian Episcopal Conference,

chosen by Blessed Pope John XXIII, et cetera

The photo essay below is in commemoration of the pious falling asleep in
the Lord, on the feast of  St.  Athanasius the Great,  2nd May 1989, of he
who was commonly nicknamed “the Dauphin”  (il Delfino) of Pope Pius
XII. It was no secret that Pius XII wanted Cardinal Siri to succeed him as
Pope, just as Pius XI all but ordered the Sacred College of Cardinals not
even to dream of electing anyone to succeed him other than Cardinal
Eugenio Pacelli. Few people know, however, that such was the trust Pius
XII had in Cardinal Siri that in 1954, when Pope Pius XII fell ill, he asked
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Cardinal Siri to accept a new position. Pope Pius XII was fearful that his
illness  might  not  allow  him  to  continue  communicating  with  others
during his Pontificate. He, therefore, told Cardinal Siri that he wished to
create the position of “Coadjutor of the Sovereign Pontiff”. This would
place the Catholic Church under Regency. Of course sovereigns have the
right, according to customary and international law, to institute regents
to whom they entrust some powers of sovereigns when the sovereign is
ill, incapacitated or temporarily absent. However, declining the offer,
Cardinal  Siri  reminded  the  Holy  Father  that  the  position  of  coadjutor
could create internal division.

THE SIRI MYSTERY

There are several theories which are said to reveal what happened to Siri
during the record four conclaves in which he was the “frontrunner”.
However,  I  believe it  would be more appropriate for me to reveal  what I
know in the proper forum. For now let me put it this way. Some believe
that during the Great Schism, when several men made simultaneous
claims  to  be  the  legitimate  Pope,  Gregory  XII  proved  that  he  was  the
legitimate Pope by abdicating in favour of his rival in 1415. He did this,
sacrificing himself, for the good of the Church. I have no doubt that such
was his selfless, self-effacing love for and identity with the Roman
Church, Siri would have acted exactly as Gregory XII is said to have done
had Siri been in Pope Gregory’s position. I have never known a man, in
history  nor  today,  like  Siri,  of  such  great  power  and  influence  who,
however, had not a trace of ambition.

In fact when, on at least four occasions, Cardinal Siri came under attack,
he never uttered a word in his own defence. Since he never lifted a finger
to  rise  to  power,  he  felt  deeply  that  he  should  not  appear  to  hold  onto
power. John Paul II finally accepted Siri’s resignation (with his usual wry
wit, Siri pointed out that he could not continue collapsing at the altar to
persuade the Holy Father to accept his resignation). Words can never
describe  the  scene  in  the  Cathedral  of  Genoa  when,  celebrating  his
Pontifical Mass of adieu to the people, Siri uttered his unforgettable
words,

“A father never abandons his children.
But I did not come here (forty-one years before) on my own, and I do

not leave on my own. I obey now as I did when I was sent here…”

There was not enough room in the Cathedral of Genoa to accommodate
the crowds come to say goodbye to their Father and Pastor. The crowds
in  the  Cathedral  and  queuing  up  outside  sobbed  like  children  at  their
father’s deathbed.
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For the most part the photographs were taken from the above volume of
Cardinal Siri’s thirteen volumes of Opera Omnia. Shortly before he fell
asleep  in  the  Lord,  some  of  the  Cardinal’s  spiritual  sons  and  closest
friends published the entire body of his writings, homilies, sermons
conferences and speeches. The volume from which these photographs
were taken, shown above, is unique. Many bishops asked Cardinal Siri to
explain the “secret” of his singular success at governing. The book shown
above was the Cardinal’s reply. It is the book Macchievelli would have
written had he become a cardinal and a saint.

+A. I.
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Appointed in 1944 auxiliary of the great Jesuit Archbishop of Genoa,
Pietro Boetto, at thirty-eight years of age Giuseppe Siri was the youngest
bishop in the world. He had been professor of dogmatic theology after
reserving more than a year to study the Fathers of the Church, over and
above post-graduate studies at the Gregorian University in Rome.
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“Not to us, O Lord”

Cardinal Siri’s coat-of-arms
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For reasons he will no doubt explain on the Last Day, Paul VI abolished
the  Red  Hat  which  Popes  placed  on  the  head  of  each  man  as  he  was
created  a  Cardinal  of  the  Holy  Roman  Church.  Traditionally,  the
Cardinal’s  Red  Hat  was  hung  above  his  place  of  burial.  Thus,  for
example,  if  one  gazes  high  above  the  main  altar  of  St.  Patrick’s
Cathedral, one will see the red hats of the cardinal archbishops of New
York who are buried in the cathedral crypt beneath the altar.
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Paul-Émile Léger, Archbishop of Montréal, is created Cardinal-Priest of
the Title of Santa Maria degli Angeli. Created in the last Consistory of the
Reign of Pius XII in 1953, together with Cardinal Siri, Léger was the last
surviving Cardinal created by Pope Pius XII, dying in 1991.
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The late Valerian Cardinal Gracias,
of the Title of Santa Maria in Via Lata, Archbishop of Bombay,

created in the same Conclave as Cardinal Siri. He is seen here taking the
oath of Cardinals. To symbolise this oath each newly created Cardinal
was administered a unique rite. His mouth was ceremoniously opened
and closed to recall that, a member of the Pope’s Senate, the Cardinal
opens his mouth to utter counsel of wisdom to the Successor of Peter.
However, the Cardinal closes his mouth to keep the secrets of the
Conclave. Moreover, the newly created Cardinal swears fidelity to the
Catholic Faith and loyalty to the Roman Pontiff usque ad sanguinis
effusionem.
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The Cardinals created in of the Consistory of 1953 pray at the tomb of
the glorious Prince of the Apostles, Peter.
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Cardinal Siri (fourth on the right, black hair)

The newly created Cardinals (in the photo above and here below) of the
Consistory  of  1953  pray  at  the  tomb  of  the  glorious  Prince  of  the
Apostles, Peter. On this of all occasions they wear red because Cardinals
of the Holy Roman Church are expected to be faithful to the Catholic
Faith and loyal to the Roman Pontiff usque ad sanguinis effusionem (“to
the shedding of their blood”).
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12th January  1953  Archbishops  Siri,  Mimmi,  and  Lercaro  receive  the
biglietto by which they are formerly informed that the Sovereign Pontiff
will create them Cardinals of the Holy Roman Church.

Cardinal Siri receives the red biretta
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Cardinal Siri takes possession of his Titular Church of Santa Maria della
Vittoria, entrusted to the Discalced Carmelites
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Cardinal Siri’s longtime trusted secretary and, later, Bishop of Vintimiglia, Giacomo
Barabino; shown here years after he had become Bishop of the Italian Riviera city on the
border with France.
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Pastoral visit to a parish
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With the seminarians of the Minor Seminary of Genoa
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The Holy Father’s name day celebrated in the Seminary of Genoa
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With an altar boy
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